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MINISTER FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT — VISIT TO CHINA 
Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood — Minister for Regional Development) [12.08 pm]: I rise today to 
inform the house of my recent visit to China. I travelled to China from 28 May to 6 June to visit Shanghai and 
Beijing and the provinces of Hainan and Jiangsu. The purpose of the visit was primarily to meet the 
Shanghai Zhongfu Group, the successful proponent of the Ord–East Kimberley expansion project, to reinforce the 
strong partnership the Western Australian government has with it. Mr Wu and Mr Yin, the local driving force of 
the project, both expressed their commitment to working with the local community to ensure the project’s success. 
I told them that they have demonstrated to Australians that foreign investment is not something to be feared, but 
welcomed as a vital opportunity to develop our state and our regions. In total, I had some 20 meetings with property 
developers, horticultural producers, steel producers, agricultural commodity importers, food processors, port and 
logistics firms, wine producers and others. 

Importantly, on behalf of the Premier and the Minister for Agriculture and Food, in the province of Hainan I was 
joined by Mr Rob Delane, director general of the Department of Agriculture and Food, to witness the signing of a 
memorandum of understanding between Chinese companies and the Western Australian Livestock Exporters 
Association, opening up a significant new opportunity for our Western Australian producers. Almost universally, 
the investors I met with spoke of their interest in the potential of Western Australia to provide safe, high-quality 
food to the Chinese market, which has been rocked in recent years by damaging food safety scandals.  
Chinese government policy is actively encouraging investors to source high-quality products from around the 
world. I do not believe that Western Australia alone will ever be a food bowl for Asia; indeed, China’s demand far 
outstrips Western Australia’s current supply capacity. For example, the Chinese require an additional 22 million 
tonnes of grain a year, which is far in excess of Western Australia’s total annual production, yet the opportunities 
for our agricultural sector are huge. The potential for agricultural export is not limited by Chinese capital or 
demand; it is limited by our ability to meet this demand at scale and competitively against other developed 
countries. 

This visit has served to reinforce the importance of the Liberal–National government’s Seizing the Opportunity 
policy in agriculture. We must act now to help our agricultural sector expand and profit from China’s extraordinary 
growth. The trip was very valuable because it allowed me to not only convey the message about Western 
Australia’s enthusiasm for inward investment, but also paint a realistic picture of the challenges new investors can 
expect to face. It is not in our interest for projects to fail, and that means Chinese investors must come to Western 
Australia fully aware of our regulatory environment, geography and capacity to deliver what they want. 
Importantly, the visit has helped shaped my thinking about the government’s WA Open for Business initiative and 
the value it will have as a useful entry point for midscale overseas investment. Lastly, I take this opportunity to 
express my appreciation to the diligent and hardworking staff of the Department of State Development’s China 
office who arranged the visit and accompanied my delegation. 
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